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When assessing a program’s curriculum, one of the questions to ask 
is how the program is supporting the development of 21st century 
essential skills.  Over the past decade, the nature of work has been 
changing because of the advances in digital technology. In the 
future, the forces of automation and innovation will shape 
employment. Advancements in technology is changing the skills that 
employers seek. The demand for less-advanced skills that can be 
replaced by technology is declining but the demand for advanced 
cognitive skills, socio-behavioral skills, and adaptability skills are 
rising (World Bank, 2019).  As depicted in the figure below, literacy 
and numeracy remain foundational to student learning. However, 
there are seven skills that are necessary to be active participants in 
an increasingly knowledge-based society:  1-collaboration and 
leadership, 2-critical thinking and problem solving, 3-creativity and 
innovation, 4-social responsibility and cultural global, and 
environmental awareness, 5-communication, 6-digital literacy, 7-
lifelong learning, self-direction, and personal management.  
 
Through a carefully designed and student-focused curriculum, 
students should be able to develop these skills and become engaged 
thinkers, demonstrate ethical citizenship, and develop an 
entrepreneurial spirit (Government of Alberta, 2010). 
 
For further information : Visit Inspiring Action on Education : 
Government of Alberta 

 
Other Resources  
https://www.aeseducation.com/blog/what-are-21st-century-skills 

 

https://d2la7e3lq7nz0r.cloudfront.net/7/A/C/7AC5D5305D3C298DD1742E6E07B6967A57EB80F188AE34BFF3B0F1A17BB2DE94?response-content-disposition=inline%3b+filename*%3dutf-8%27%2721st_Century_Learner_Skills_-_Pages_9-11.pdf&response-content-type=application%2fpdf&Expires=1606686234&Signature=IGIZlvhy%7EtXQ0nnItW1oH6tCxBQAp801Ql4CwrT3Pk1oPsCgABFMZlSB-rdVLmUJoO4iIY0-u9FL5j%7EOPd6kUWloN2u6f4h0rdSf4NlIyzWWS94CBiX2MrAytMlqKCPHhEG2froEKsUiIlmTC8-7X1Efo9HPdSQR8a9Tq3CS-i9af-8U847HdqL7W87oOf-S5UNyenNDFACvA-aLhWpDKXuem6E46KfUtsYn92Z7XR8I7iiU6sKN%7E%7EHUzvt3sIgmqI8DlH-HB9MDgNTbl6BKSPRndt%7EcXdoNyR2uiXW1ZKYV2P320HjweNefim5liLxlLCrjg4I8zrp5oJGI9kmpwQ__&Key-Pair-Id=APKAIDXFYGDAKAYUP6YQ
https://d2la7e3lq7nz0r.cloudfront.net/7/A/C/7AC5D5305D3C298DD1742E6E07B6967A57EB80F188AE34BFF3B0F1A17BB2DE94?response-content-disposition=inline%3b+filename*%3dutf-8%27%2721st_Century_Learner_Skills_-_Pages_9-11.pdf&response-content-type=application%2fpdf&Expires=1606686234&Signature=IGIZlvhy%7EtXQ0nnItW1oH6tCxBQAp801Ql4CwrT3Pk1oPsCgABFMZlSB-rdVLmUJoO4iIY0-u9FL5j%7EOPd6kUWloN2u6f4h0rdSf4NlIyzWWS94CBiX2MrAytMlqKCPHhEG2froEKsUiIlmTC8-7X1Efo9HPdSQR8a9Tq3CS-i9af-8U847HdqL7W87oOf-S5UNyenNDFACvA-aLhWpDKXuem6E46KfUtsYn92Z7XR8I7iiU6sKN%7E%7EHUzvt3sIgmqI8DlH-HB9MDgNTbl6BKSPRndt%7EcXdoNyR2uiXW1ZKYV2P320HjweNefim5liLxlLCrjg4I8zrp5oJGI9kmpwQ__&Key-Pair-Id=APKAIDXFYGDAKAYUP6YQ
https://www.aeseducation.com/blog/what-are-21st-century-skills

